IS    POLAND    LOST ?

Sobanski, Oginski and others. Nor were these
scores of women of the nobility and the upper
middle class unaware of the fact that if their
activities were discovered by the Russian Secret
Police, they would all be sent to Siberia, to a
fate far worse than death. They knew that few
of the tens of thousands of Poles who had been
banished to those snowy wastes had returned and
hardly any had ever been pardoned; there was
no mercy for the Poles. Yet this knowledge did
not deter them. Indeed the legion of heroic women
was steadily increasing and by their reckless
daring they established an immortal tradition
which later generations of Polish women, in the
various wars of independence, followed with
equal intrepidity.

However, all this did not exhaust the women's
contribution to vital national service. The organiza-
tion of financial and other aid to the dependants
of soldiers in the field was taken in hand by them
as a matter of course. But over and above that,
they also charged themselves with the education
of the younger generation. The Slav peoples, the
Poles as well as the Russians, Czechs, etc., have
always guarded their language and cultural assets
with jealous care, more so than any other race.
Now, and for many decades to come, the Russian
oppressors of the Polish people forbade the teaching
of Polish in the schools tinder pain of the direst
penalties.

The patriotic women of Poland undertook the
task of giving the children a Polish education-
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